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INTRODUCTION

Our Visions National Health Law Conference, held in Banff, Alberta in
November 2007, marked the fourth such conference. Members of the health
law community from across Canada had the opportunity to hear from lead-
ing scholars on a myriad of topics. The Health Law Institute at the Univer-
sity of Alberta hosted the first national health law conference in September
2002 in Edmonton, Alberta. This was followed by two other successful con-
ferences hosted by the University of Toronto and Dalhousie University.

The Banff event opened with the Picard Lecture, a panel on health care re-
form, with presentations by Professors Colleen Flood, Marie-Claude Prémont
and Robert Evans. This stimulating kick-off was followed by sessions on
emerging topics in the areas of research ethics, medical liability and new
health related technologies and innovation. The event stimulated wonder-
fully vibrant discussions and, once again, highlighted the great strengths and
collegial spirit that exist within the Canadian health law community. This
special edition of the Health Law Journal contains a selection of papers from
the conference.

We would like to thank our sponsors for their generous support — without
it this exchange of ideas and opportunity to connect with future projects in
mind would not have been possible. We would also like to thank all of the
participants, including presenters, chairs and registrants, who came from
across Canada, and from government, practice, policy work, health care
delivery and academia, to contribute to the success of this endeavour.

Tracey M. Bailey and Timothy Caulfield, Conference Co-chairs
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